
Shadow schemes: Will the training  
be good?

If you’re sure, and you don’t have any  
other paid work right now, then go for it!

Will the training be of value 
if you don’t get work on this 

particular show?

Effectively, you’re writing  
a spec script and  

someone has already 
agreed to look at it. If you 

can afford the time,  
go for it!

Will you be 
writing an  

original script?

Do you retain all 
the rights in the 

script?

Think very carefully: 
is this advancing your 

career in any way?

Have you got  
broadcast credits?
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Yes, it’s a 
good idea

Should I work  
for free?

TV

YOU 
SHOULD 

NOT  
WORK FOR 

FREE 

TV Agreements: www.writersguild.org.uk/rates-agreements
TV Guidelines: www.writersguild.org.uk/resources

Know your rights  The granting of rights is part of every agreement. It is one of the assets with which a deal is negotiated. For 
terms not covered by WGGB minimum terms agreements, if the fee offered is less than an equivalent WGGB minimum fee then the 
terms should be limited accordingly, eg fewer rights should be granted, for a shorter length of time, ideally on a non-exclusive basis.


