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Should | work
for free?

How is the pitch or treatment delivered?

Y

In writing

Y

Verbally

Y

There is no copyright in ideas, and the first step to
a commission is often a successful pitch meeting

How long is the written document?
Has the producer asked for a written

document after the meeting? -

e

Would you like to leave a
written document anyway?

One or two pages @
q

After ensuring the producer will
not pitch the idea to broadcasters,
you should feel free to take your
idea to other producers

y

More than v
two pages

For an experienced writer, this
will take two weeks’ work, and is

Is the producer interested
in taking the idea to

usually done without a fee.
Any more work than this should
be paid for

y

broadcasters?

This is a considerable amount of work, and
should be paid for. If the script is later
commissioned, it’s usual for the treatment fee
to be considered a part of the final fee paid,
and to be deducted from it

You should sign a Right to Pitch
agreement with the producer
(available from the WGGB website)
to allow them to pitch the idea to
broadcasters. Please see our Free is NOT
an Option Guidelines for
advice on a fair fee

TV Agreements: www.writersguild.org.uk/rates-agreements
TV Guidelines: www.writersguild.org.uk/resources

Know your rights The granting of rights is part of every agreement. It is one of the assets with which a deal is negotiated. For
terms not covered by WGGB minimum terms agreements, if the fee offered is less than an equivalent WGGB minimum fee then the
terms should be limited accordingly, eg fewer rights should be granted, for a shorter length of time, ideally on a non-exclusive basis.



